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William F. Gallagher Joins AFB 
As Director of Program Planning 


WILLIAM F. GALLAGHER, director 
of rehabilitation service, New 
York Association for the Blind, 
will join the American Founda- 
tion for the Blind as new director 
of program planning, the posi- 
tion formerly held by R. Roy 
Rusk, who has moved to a new 
position with the American Foun- 
dation for Overseas Blind. 





In moving to AFB, October 1, Mr. Gallagher leaves the 
Lighthouse post he has occupied since 1965. Prior to his 
work with the Lighthouse, Mr. Gallagher served in similar 
capacities with the Rehabilitation Center, Greater Pittsburgh 
Guild for the Blind, the Catholic Guild for All the Blind, 
Newton, Mass., St. Paul’s Rehabilitation Center for the 
~ Newly Blinded, and the Children’s Welfare Division, Boston. 


Mr. Gallagher holds a bachelor of science degree from 
Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass., and a master of 
social work, Boston College, Boston. 


Among his memberships in a number of prominent pro- 
fessional, civic and fraternal organizations, Mr. Gallagher 
serves on the board of directors of the American Associa- 
tion of Workers for the Blind; as chairman and member of 
the board of directors of the Employment Committee of the 
New York State Federation of Workers for the Blind; as 
president for two terms and member of the board of di- 
rectors of the Massachusetts Council for Organizations of 
the Blind. 


Mr. Gallagher has been a frequent guest lecturer at a 
number of colleges and universities throughout the U.S., 
and has published widely in a number of professional and 
academic journals. 


In 1960, Mr. Gallagher was recipient of the Founders 
Award from the Massachusetts Council of Organizations for 
the Blind for outstanding rehabilitation work. He has been 
awarded a number of honorary citations, including one 
from the National Rehabilitation Association, Metropolitan 
New York Chapter, in recognition of distinguished service 
in the rehabilitation of the handicapped for the year 1971. 


AFB Sponsors Nationwide Meetings 
On Attitudes Toward Blindness 


The first of the six AFB sponsored symposiums on “Atti- 
tudes Toward Blindness” began in Philadelphia where a 
dramatic “blind dinner” experiment was the feature of the 
opening banquet at the Bellevue Stratford Hotel. 


The experiment was based on the idea of role reversals 
between the sighted and blind people at the dinner. At each 
dinner table there was one volunteer wearing occluders, 
one blind person who acted as his only aide during the 
three-course meal, and an observer who took notes on the 
proceedings. 


Among the 20 volunteers were six reporters from the 
three Philadelphia daily newspapers and the national and 
international press services who recorded their individual 
personal experiences in print. 


Dr. Tessie Okin, professor of social administration, 
Temple University, was the chairman for the symposium, 
May 21-23. A vigorous dialogue continued throughout the 
workshop discussion among the 120 invited conference 
members — professionals working in the field of blindness. 


“Part of our purpose here,” said Dr. Okin, “was to stir 
up the feelings of people — sighted people —to make 
them feel uncomfortable. If people are comfortable, they 
have no reason for changing things.” 


Dr. Okin urged a tougher-minded attitude for blind per- 
sons, particularly in regard to recourse to the law and 
legislative reform. 


“Class action suits where appropriate are far more effec- 
tive than a thousand radio messages about doing good,” she 
said. “When people are required by laws and the structures 
of the social systems to behave democratically, they begin 
to develop democratic attitudes. The gains of other minori- 
ties — the blacks, the Jews — achieved through legislative 
reform, confirm this fact.” 

Dr. Okin urged that in order for this effort to be success- 
ful, it must be a concerted one, that is — “the blind them- 
selves must organize to achieve certain goals which may 
contribute to increased group esteem and thereby to in- 
dividual self esteem despite the attitudes of the majority.” 

Marie Morrison, regional consultant, Division of Com- 
munity Services of the American Foundation for the Blind 
was the symposium coordinator. 





‘ ear CUCL MSN 
SHOWN HERE AT THE “BLIND DINNER” EXPERI- 
MENT in Philadelphia are Aaron Okin, (far right) of the 
Philadelphia Housing Authority as the sighted volunteer 
wearing occluders listening to some sightless eating tips 
from blind aide Ted Young, (far right) supervisor, Phila- 
delphia County Board of Assistance. David Koper, (center) 
of the Cincinnati Association of the Blind is an observer. 


Portland Attitudes Meeting 


At the second attitudes meeting in Portland, Maine, June 
11-13, guest speaker Dr. Alex Rosen charged that the pro- 
duction of distorted and discriminatory attitudes towards 
blind persons is to be found in large measure in the operat- 
ing practises of America’s social agencies. 

Dr. Rosen is the director of urban health affairs at New 
York University Medical Center. 

“As the study of race relations has taught us,” said Dr. 
Rosen, “attitudes are affected by the changes in the struc- 
ture of society, changes in social policy, which in turn affect 
behaviour, and eventually affect attitudes.” 

“The prime target in changing attitudes,” Dr. Rosen said, 
“should be the operating practices of social institutions, such 
as public schools, universities, agencies, and the world of 
business and industry.” 

The attitudes specifically of the “gatekeepers” who block 
opportunity to the blind — personnel directors, school and 
college admissions officers, bank and industry executives, 
real estate and housing officials and political office holders 
— should be “measured by their behavior, not their verbal 
utterances as they affect status and opportunity for the 
blind.” 

C. Owen Pollard, director of the Bureau of Rehabilitation 
of the Maine Department of Health and Welfare was the 


symposium chairman. Robert H. Carolan, AFB regional 
consultant, was the symposium coordinator. 


Fort Lauderdale 


At the third attitudes symposium in Ft. Lauderdale, Flor- 
ida, June 18-20, Dr. Payton Kolb, keynote speaker, de- 
scribed the emotional dynamics between sighted and blind 
persons. 

The fear factor plays a strong role in the production of 
distorted attitudes by the sighted towards blind persons, 
believes Dr. Payton Kolb, an Arkansas psychiatrist. 

What the sighted fear in the presence of blind people is 
that they themselves may end up helpless or institutionalized, 
said Dr. Kolb. Prejudicial attitudes toward the blind — just 
as racial prejudices — are formed very early in life. And 
even though distorted attitudes may be altered intellectually, 
emotionally they remain with us for the duration of a life- 
time, Dr. Kolb said. 

Although deep-seated emotional attitudes may take gen- 
erations to change, Dr. Kolb believes it is possible to abolish 
discriminatory behavior. And the first area of attack should 
be to produce change in the practices of social institutions 
— and the field of employment in particular. 

Dr. Kolb believes the best situation — both for the blind 
individual — and attitudes of the sighted — is for a blind 
person to be in a field of employment where the other 
workers are predominantly sighted. 

What happens is that the sighted people will be able to 
suppress their emotional attitudes to produce a workable 
living and working situation. 

“This does not mean that a discriminatory attitude tow- 
ards blindness itself has been changed. What has been 
changed is sighted employees’ behaviour and attitudes tow- 
ards working with blind people.” 

The event received wide coverage in all newspaper in the 
Fort Lauderdale-Miami-Hollywood area and was the sub- 
ject of discussion in Dr. Kolb’s guest appearance on a 
Miami TV talk show. 

Dr. Charles Stewart, dean of the School of Social Work 
at the University of Georgia, was chairman of the confer- 
ence. Oraien Catledge was the symposium coordinator. 

Workshop sessions during the three conferences dealt 
with problems confronting blind persons and their families, 
agencies, and professionals both in and outside the field of 
blindness, the media, legislation and education. 


Task Force Recommendations 
Result in AFB Projects 


Some half dozen projects ranging from integrating blind 
youngsters into community preschool programs to studying 
the delivery of health care to blind persons are on the 


‘ agenda of the AFB’s Program Planning Department for 


the coming year. 

Each of them grew out of recommendations made by 
three national task forces that met last winter to advise the 
AFB on its future directions. 

The task forces were on independent living, early child- 
hood development, and career education. Each consisted 
of some 20 members representing disciplines related to the 





subject. They met at a conference center at Glen Cove, L.I., 
where each task force spent two days discussing at length 
their respective subjects. 

Projects growing out of the specific recommendations of 
the Task Force on Independent Living are the study of the 
delivery of health services to visually handicapped persons; 
the development of a curriculum for homemaker educa- 
tion in universities, and the exploration of all available in- 
formation on various types of communications for visually 
handicapped persons, out of which guides may be developed 
for use in agencies and schools throughout the country. 

The Task Force on Early Childhood Development called 
for the establishment of a model for including blind children 
in community preschool programs, and for the develop- 
ment of a plan for comprehensive services for the young 
blind child and his parents in rural and metropolitan areas. 

A national conference on career education for blind and 
visually handicapped children will be held this year as a 
result of a recommendation of the Task Force on Career 
Education. In addition, the AFB will cooperate with a team 
at Ohio State University which is developing career educa- 
tion curricula with the idea of integrating material for blind 
youngsters into the regular curricula. 

The task forces and their members are as follows. 


Independent Living 


Richard D. Burk, M.D.., director of physical medicine and 
rehabilitation, St. Elizabeth’s Medical Center, Dayton, Ohio, 
chairman of the task force; Theodore F. Childs, director 
and associate professor, Special Education Services Pro- 
gram, Long Island University, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Dr. Victor 
A. Christopherson, chairman and professor, Division of 
Child Development and Family Relations, University of 
Arizona in Tucson; Helen P. Cleary, D. Sc., Rhode Island 
coordinator for Tri-State Regional Medical Program, Provi- 
dence; Richard E. Hoover, M.D., chief of ophthalmology, 
Greater Baltimore Medical Center, Baltimore; Douglas E. 
Inkster, Ed.D., assistant executive director of the National 
Accreditation Council, New York; Vearl G. McBride, Ed. 
D., director of teacher education, Culver-Stockton College, 
Canton, Mo.; Mrs. Florence Moore, executive director of 
the National Council for Homemaker-Home Health Serv- 
ices, Inc., New York. 

Mrs. Elaine M. Parker, director of services for the blind, 
Tennessee Department of Public Welfare, Nashville; Joseph 
W. Pike, executive director of the Albany, (N.Y.) Associa- 
tion of the Blind; Corbett Reedy, deputy commissioner, 
Rehabilitation Services Administration, U.S. Department 
of Health, Education and Welfare; Florence Schale, Ph.D.., 
director of the Reading Improvement Program, North- 
western University, Evanston, IIl.; Lois Schwab, Ed.D., as- 
sociate professor of home economics, University of Ne- 
braska, Lincoln; Lyle H. Thume, coordinator of services 
for the blind, Rehabilitation Institute, Detroit, and Wayne 
Vasey, professor, School of Social Work, University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor. 


Early Childhood Development 


Ruth M. Butler, research associate at the Harvard School 
of Public Health and coordinator of maternity and infant 


care and children and youth projects at the Massachusetts 
Department of Public Health, Boston, chairman of the 
task force; Joseph M. Bobbitt, Ph.D., assistant director for 
behavioral sciences, National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development, Bethesda, Md.; Robert Dantona, co- 
ordinator of centers and services for deaf-blind children, 
U.S. Office of Education, Washington, D.C., and Jane De- 
Weerd, program officer for the Bureau of Education for the 
Handicapped, U.S. Office of Education, Washington, D.C. 

William C. Geer, executive secretary of the Council for 
Exceptional Children, Arlington, Va.; Verna Hart, Ed.D., 
assistant professor of special education, George Peabody 
College for Teachers, Nashville; Merle B. Karnes, Ed.D., 
professor of special education, Institute for Research on 
Exceptional Children, University of Illinois at Champaign; 
Arthur H. Keeney, M.D., chief ophthalmologist, Wills Eye 
Hospital and Research Institute, Philadelphia; Barbara K. 
Keogh, Ph.D., assistant professor of special education, 
University of California at Los Angeles, and Robert Kugel, 
M.D., dean, College of Medicine, University of Nebraska 
at Omaha. 

Elizabeth Maloney, C.S.W., assistant executive director, 
Industrial Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, N.Y .; Olivia Pearl 
Stokes, Ed.D., staff associate in urban education, Council 
of the Churches of Christ in the U.S.A., New York; Albert 
G. Vitale, M.D., director of the cardio-pulmonary depart- 
ment, Overlook Hospital, Summit, N.J.; Myrtle P. Wolff, 
chief, Standards Division, U.S. Office of Child Develop- 
ment, Washington, D.C.; Helen L. Woods, nurse consultant, 
National Society for the Prevention of Blindness, New 
York, and Laura Zetsche, preschool counselor, program 
for visually handicapped children, Portland (Oregon) Pub- 
lic Schools. 


Career Education 


Bulent Tunaken, M.D., clinical director, Nebraska Psy- 
chiatric Institute, University of Nebraska College of Medi- 
cine, Omaha, chairman of the task force; Ray Andrus, staff 
representative, AFL-CIO Community Service Activities, 
Washington, D.C.; Mrs. Mary K. Bauman, executive secre- 
tary, Association for Education of the Visually Handi- 
capped, Philadelphia; Lowell A. Burkett, executive director, 
American Vocational Association, Washington, D.C. repre- 
sented by Dean Griffin, associate director; Lawrence F. 
Campbell, coordinator, Oak Hill School, Hartford, Conn.; 
William T. Coppage, director, Virginia Commission for the 
Visually Handicapped, Richmond; William Gellman, Ph.D.., 
executive director, Jewish Vocational Service, Chicago. 

James Hastings, Ph.D., College of Education, State Uni- 
versity of New York, Oswego; Thomas Hatch, Ed.D.., as- 
sistant director, Division of Allied Health Manpower, Na- 
tional Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Md.; Gene Hensley, 
coordinator, Handicapped Children’s Education Program, 
Education Commission of the States, Denver; George Klink- 
hamer, state plan officer, Bureau for the Education of the 
Handicapped, U.S. Office of Education, Washington, D.C.; 
George A. Magers, assistant chief, Social and Rehabilitation 
Service, Office for the Blind and Visually Handicapped, 
Washington, D.C. 

Hugh C. Murphy, director, Bureau of Apprenticeship and 
Training, U.S. Department of Labor, Washington, D.C. 





represented by Miss Shada Von Hein; Harold Richterman, 
National Industries for the Blind, New York; Edward Rose, 
director, Public Policy Employment, U.S. Civil Service 
Commission, Washington, D.C.; Gene H. Russell, Ed.D., 
Vocational Skills Training Program for the Visually Handi- 
capped, Soquel, Ca.; Robert S. Seckendorf, Ed.D., assistant 
commissioner for occupational education, New York State 
Education Department, Albany; Robert Spellman, associate 
dean for instructional development, Essex County College, 
Newark, N.J.; Godfrey Stevens, Ed.D., professor of educa- 
tion, University of Pittsburgh; Mrs. Harriet Tiebel, health 
careers field consultant, National Health Council, New 
York. 


AFB Staff Members 


Staffing the task force meetings were J. Albert Asenjo for 
independent living; Pauline Moor, early childhood develop- 
ment, and Harvey E. Wolfe, career education. Also attend- 
ing all three meetings were H. G. Roberts, associate director 
of AFB; R. Roy Rusk, then director, Program Planning 
Department, Miss Marion V. Wurster, director, Program 
Development Division; and Mrs. Patricia S. Smith, director, 
Information Department; Miss Zofja Jastrzemska, Leslie L. 
Clark, Research Department. 


AFB Seminar Urges Including 
Blind Children in Agency Programs 


Ways of integrating blind children and youth into organized 
recreational activities were explored in an AFB-sponsored 
workshop on “Meeting the Social and Recreational Needs 
of Visually Handicapped Children and Youth,” last March 
in Atlanta. 

The Atlanta demonstration will be repeated in selected 
communities representing concentrated population areas 
during the next few months. 

The importance of seeking out visually handicapped chil- 
dren and youth in local areas and the need to keep both 
them and their parents informed of existing opportunities 
were cited as agency priorities. 

The need for transportation was another major factor in- 
volved in the lack of participation and it was agreed that 
agencies serving the blind and general population should 
help to provide transportation to playgrounds, camp and 
other programs. 

The demonstration seminar had an active participation 
of fifteen youth-serving and specialized services agencies. 
Both visually handicapped and sighted youth also partici- 
pated in the program. Present also were representatives of 
local school systems, libraries, parks and _ recreation 
programs. 

The seminar was held on the recommendation of the 
National Committee of Children and Youth Serving Agen- 
cies comprised of representatives of the Association for 
Education of the Visually Handicapped; Boy Scouts of 
America; Recording for the Blind; Camp Fire Girls; Li- 
brary of Congress, Division for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped; 4-H Clubs; Girls’ Clubs of America; Amer- 
ican Printing House for the Blind; Girls Scouts of the 
United States of America. 


Services for Aging Blind Persons 
Subject of Regional Meetings 


More than 700 persons from 38 states and the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico attended six regional meetings on 
services for aging blind persons, sponsored by the American 
Foundation for the Blind during the spring and early 
summer. 

The purpose of the meetings was to improve the economic, 
social and health status of the nation’s growing aging blind 
population. They brought together experts in the field of 
blindness and aging in action-oriented workshops in Wil- 
liamsburg, Va., New Haven, Conn., St. Charles, Ill., Atlanta, 
Albuquerque, and San Francisco. 

The participants in the seminars discussed a variety of 
topics and subtopics all related to aging and blindness. 
For example, some topics were independent living at home, 
in the community, health care, rehabilitation services, volun- 
teer work, and increased social participation. 

Representatives — in addition to administrators from the 
field of blindness were from nursing homes, library services, 
senior citizens groups, Lions clubs, state commissions on 
aging, organizations of retired persons, government agencies 
and many other related groups. 

Among the key speakers were Ollie A. Randall, member 
of the planning board of the 1971 White House Conference 
on Aging and a member of AFB’s National Task Force on 
Geriatric Blindness; Arthur S. Flemming, newly appointed 
consultant on aging to President Nixon and chairman of 
the 1971 White House Conference on Aging; Garson 
Meyer, co-chairman of the AFB geriatric task force; Con- 
necticut’s Governor Thomas J. Meskill; Dr. Robert Morris, 
director of Max Levinson Gerontological Policy Institute, 
Brandeis University and co-chairman of the AFB Geriatric 
Task Force; William Fitch, former executive director of the 
National Council on the Aging; Howard Hanson, state 
director of Services to the Visually Impaired, South Dakota; 
John B. Martin, commissioner, Administration on Aging, 
U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 

AFB’s regional consultants submitted recommendations 
from the minutes of the discussion groups and proceedings 
of the meetings will be forthcoming. 


Lipton Tea to Work With AFB 
In Home Economics Program 


A much needed home economics training program for 
blind persons gets under way this year under the auspices 
of AFB and Thomas J. Lipton, Inc. 

The program involves short-term training workshops for 
selected personnel in food preparation and nutrition apply- 
ing special methods and techniques developed for use with 
blind people. The participants will include teachers, re- 


' habilitation personnel, public health nurses, demonstration 


agents who will take the specialized course and then provide 
instruction for blind persons in their communities. 

The first step was the training stage for Mrs. Cynthia Ser- 
rano and Mrs. Syl Bedrosian, Lipton Company home econ- 
omists, assigned to work on the project. Their training, ac- 
complished at a number of locations, has been completed. 


Next a trial teaching project is being conducted in a rural 
area of New York State for teachers and county demon- 
stration agents. There will be an evaluation of progress to 
determine whether it has been successful enough to expand 
nationally. 

Special training in home economics has been a major 
need of blind persons for decades. The majority of blind 
* and visually impaired persons have some difficulty function- 
ing in the areas of food preparation and nutrition. The 
chief obstacle in the past has been the lack of personnel 
with the knowledge and technique to make this training 
available to blind persons. 

Lipton’s vice-president of marketing, Oscar J. Nickle will 
work on the project in concert with AFB staff member J. 
Albert Asenjo, specialist in independent living. 


M. Robert Barnett Attends 
WCWEB in Moscow 


M. Robert Barnett, AFB executive director, attended the 
executive committee meeting of the World Council for the 
Welfare of the Blind in Moscow, May 21-25. Mr. Barnett is 
vice president of the Council for North and South America. 

High on the list of priorities discussed by the 40-member 
committee was the vital need for a vigorous exchange of 
information on the universal problems and experiences 
shared by the organizations working with the blind through- 
out the world. 

A number of amendments to the constitution were pro- 
posed, among them the raising of the annual dues of each 
country from $100 U.S. dollars to $150 U.S. dollars per 
delegate. 

Charles Hedkvist of Stockholm, president of WCWB, 
appointed a constitutional revisions committee to study and 
prepare the recommendations to be presented at Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, where the general assembly of WCWB will meet in 
August, 1974. The committee includes, in addition to 
President Hedkvist, John Colligan of the United Kingdom, 
treasurer; Mme. Marcelle Cowburn of Paris, secretary- 
general; and the five vice-presidents representing large 
regions of the world: Mr. Barnett (United States) , Hideyuki 
Iwahashi (Japan), Boris Zimin (U.S.S.R.), Andre Nicolle 
(France), Dr. J. W. Cookey-Gam (Nigeria). 

Themes for the 1974 meeting will be the increasing 
* need for prevention of blindness programs in developing 
countries and for an examination of the potential benefits 
for blind persons under the programs of the world’s or- 
ganizations concerned with all handicapped people. 

In addition to Mr. Barnett, the other North and Central 
American regional members attending the Moscow meeting 
were Judge Reese Robrahn, Topeka, president of the Ameri- 
can Council of the Blind; Cleo B. Dolan, Cleveland, 
president of the American Association of Workers for the 
Blind; Arthur Magill, Toronto, managing director of the 
Canadian National Institute for the Blind; and Senora 
Elisa M. deStahl, leader in social welfare from Guatemala. 

Enroute to Moscow, Mr. Barnett stopped in Stockholm 
to visit the Swedish Institute for the Handicapped. On the 
way home, he stopped in Copenhagen where he visited a 
center for older blind persons. 


New Appointments at AFOB 


Harold G. Roberts, associate 
director for service of the Amer- 
ican Foundation for the Blind 
since 1966, has taken over the 
additional responsibility of as- 
sociate director of the American 
Foundation for Overseas Blind. 
Mr. Roberts succeeds Alex H. 
Townsend in the AFOB post. 





Mr. Roberts 


In announcing Mr. Roberts’ 
new appointment, M. Robert Barnett, executive director of 
AFB and AFOB, disclosed that Mr. Townsend has been 
tapering off his AFOB duties due to illness, but is continuing 
with AFOB in an administrative capacity. 


Mr. Barnett also announced three other AFOB appoint- 
ments. R. Roy Rusk, director of AFB’s Program Planning 
Department since 1967, has been shifted to the directorship 
of the Program Department at AFOB. Susan T. Pettiss, 
Ph.D., who has held a number of key assignments in the 
field of international social welfare, has joined the staff to 
direct prevention of blindness programs in developing coun- 
tries. Nat Kahn, an information specialist with AFB for the 
last two years, has been given the title of senior information 
specialist and is developing a long-range public relations 
program for AFOB. 


A member of the AFB staff since 1959, Mr. Roberts as 
AFB’s associate director, is responsible for coordinating the 
Foundation’s program planning, research and information 
departments. With AFOB, he is coordinating services and 
programs evolving from the agency’s New York headquar- 
ters, as well as regional offices covering Europe, North 
Africa, Asia and Latin America. 


Before joining the AFB, Mr. Roberts held a number of 
key administrative posts in the social service field. In 1966, 
he was director of a blindness project commissioned by the 
Government of Niger in West Africa. 


Mr. Rusk’s AFOB position 
was created with the resignation 
of Stanley E. Bourgeault, Ed.D., 
to become an associate professor 
in special education at George 
Peabody College for Teachers in 
Nashville. Dr. Bourgeault was 
program administrator for AFOB 
with the title of coordinator of 
regional operations. 





Mr. Rusk 


Before joining AFB in 1967, Mr. Rusk held a number of 
administrative positions in the social welfare and health 
fields. He was executive director of the San Francisco So- 
ciety for Crippled Children and Adults and national di- 
rector of program consultative services for the Arthritis 
Foundation. Mr. Rusk was associate executive director of 
the National Recreation Association and a consultant on 
the international program for the National Multiple Scle- 
rosis Society. 


Dr. Pettiss, who received her 
Ph.D. in social welfare from 
Brandeis University, is working 
closely with a medical advisory 
committee on a “nutritional blind- 
ness” program for AFOB. The 
program is keyed to nutritional 
education and administering Vi- 
tamin A to pre-school children 
in the developing countries. 

Most recently Dr. Pettiss served as research associate at 
the Florence Heller Graduate School for Advanced Studies 
in Social Welfare at Brandeis, and as a lecturer on social 
policy at the Boston University School of Social Work. Dr. 
Pettiss has also been an international social welfare advisor 
for the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 


Om Mr. Kahn was an editor, for- 
ys Sy 





Dr. Pettiss 


eign correspondent and public 






~ relations executive prior to join- 
' : ing AFB in July, 1970. He was 
: ‘= «) an assistant managing editor of 


the Washington Post, managing 
editor of Variety, and Latin 
American correspondent for the 
Chicago Tribune and the Amer- 
ican Broadcasting Company. He 
was also the director of public relations for Jackie Gleason 
Enterprises. As an AFB information specialist, he handled 
press relations and edited the AFB Newsletter. 


4, 





Mr. Kahn 


M. ROBERT BARNETT, AFB executive director, presents 
a plaque to Henry Roginski of the U.S. Postal Service. 





AFB, CNIB Honor Postal Services 


AFB in cooperation with the Canadian National Institute 
for the Blind honored both their countries for the free frank- 
ing privileges given to blind people. At a recent ceremony, 
M. Robert Barnett, executive director, AFB, presented a 
plaque to Henry Roginski of the United States Postal Service 
which read, in braille and inkprint. “On behalf of blind 
Americans the American Foundation for the Blind salutes 
the United States Postal Service for massive aid in trans- 
porting reading matter, without which blind persons would 
be sorely deprived of information and entertainment.” 
Paul C. O’Neill, CNIB, presented a silk scroll to R. F. 
Horgan, special assistant to the Hon. Jean Pierre Cote, 
Canada’s Postmaster General. The Canadian Post Office, 
in turn, presented Carmen Mathews, a talking book reader, 
with a portfolio of new Canadian $1.00 and $2.00 stamps. 


Workshop for Health Jobs 
Scheduled for October 


Professionals in allied health careers will meet at Bethesda, 
October 17-19 to seek ways and means to stimulate employ- 
ment opportunities for blind and visually handicapped per- 
sons in allied health occupations. 

The participants of the workshop plan to do this by 
determining the type and range of allied health career jobs, 
for which blind persons might be trained and then proceed 
to develop plans to expand and utilize these opportunities. 
Beth Phillips, AFB’s specialist in training, will set up the 
meeting which was made possible by a federal grant. 


Radio Series on Employment 
Of Blind People 


The Foundation is distributing a new radio series called 
“Working in the Sighted World.” This series consists of ten 
programs of four and a half minutes, each dealing with a 
different occupation held by a blind person. Some of the 
varied jobs held by blind people described in the series are 
undertaker, computer programmer, teacher, physicist, and 
musician. 

The series is available to radio stations and any groups 
interested in using it in their public education program. 


New Celebrity Disc Distributed 


AFB’s 1972 celebrity disc is being distributed to more than 
5,000 radio stations throughout the country. This year’s 
celebrities include such diverse talent as Burt Bacharach, 
Cloris Leachman, 1971 Academy Award-winning actress, 
Cosmopolitan Editor Helen Gurley Brown, Emmy Award- 
winning actress Valerie Harper (of the Mary Tyler Moore 
show), comedians David Steinberg and Rodney Dangerfield. 

The public service messages deal with general attitudes 
and misconceptions about blind people and blindness. Ad- 
ditional discs for local use by agencies are available from 
the A.F.B. Public Education Division. 
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Goldish Named to Direct AFB Program 
To Develop Sensory Aids for Blind People 


Louis H. GoLpisH has joined the 
staff of AFB as director of a new 
Foundation project, the Sensory 
Aids Analysis and Development 
Program. 

The object of the program is 
to get the many newly developed, 
sophisticated, sensory devices for 
the blind — now lying dormant 
in laboratories — into the hands 
of blind people. The program will seek to eliminate a long- 
time stumbling block in the manufacture, distribution and 
sales of technological aids for the blind — by seeking to find 
the right vehicle to transfer the sensory devices for the blind 
to the commercial market. 

Mr. Goldish is a mechanical engineer and marketing con- 
sultant with an extensive background in the development 
and marketing of technological devices for the blind. He is 
a graduate in marketing and engineering of MIT. The AFB 
published document, Braille in the United States: Its Pro- 
duction, Distribution and Use was the product of Mr. 
Goldish’s research. Most recently he has been associated 
with the consulting firm of Technical Marketing Associates. 

Some of the immediate project plans include packaging 
concepts for the devices that will be attractive to private 
financing. The packages are also being directed toward 
private industry for manufacture, distribution and sales. 

John S. Crowley, president of AFB, credits Professor 
Robert W. Mann, Department of Mechanical Engineering, 
MIT, with having inspired the Foundation-adopted pro- 
gram. Mr. Goldish is a former research assistant to Dr. 
Mann at MIT in the development of sensory devices. 

One of his first programs was to conduct a market survey 
to get information on the number of available but un- 
exploited sensory devices and the potential blindness market. 

Mr. Goldish welcomes inquiries from firms wishing to 
produce items for this market and from those who feel they 
have products which might be useful to the market. He can 
be reached at American Foundation for the Blind, Sensory 
Aids Analysis and Development Program, 199 Sudbury 
Road, Concord, Mass. 01742. 





Louis H. Goldish 


Personnel 


Mr. HARvEY EDWARD WOLFE 
has joined the staff of AFB in the 
newly created position of special- 
ist in career education. In this 
capacity, Mr. Wolfe will promote 
the adaptation of newly emerg- 
ing career education programs 
throughout the nation to meet 
the career needs of the visually 
handicapped. 





Prior to joining AFB, Mr. Wolfe served as director, pro- 
fessional services, the Arthritis Foundation; Senior con- 
sultant with Greenleigh Associates, a management consult- 
ing firm in the field of health and welfare; field consultant, 
American Public Health Association; assistant secretary- 
general, International Society for the Rehabilitation of the 
Disabled; director of aftercare and rehabilitation, National 
Association for Mental Health; area supervisor, Ohio State 
Services for the Blind, and supervisor, Vocational Educa- 
tion in Southwestern Ohio. In addition, he has published 
widely on the subject of rehabilitation. 

Mr. Wolfe holds bachelor of science and master of edu- 
cation degrees from Xavier University and an honorary 
doctorate from Central Christian College, W. Va. He has 
also done additional graduate work in rehabilitation at 
Southern Illinois, Boston and Columbia Universities. 


Mrs. SUSAN Jay SPUNGIN, until 
recently a part-time instructor at 
Teachers College, Columbia Uni- 
versity and consultant in the 
Karen Horney Clinic, has joined 
the AFB staff as the specialist in 
education. 
eS 4 & Mrs. Spungin has served as an 
aN Ae Wy educational counselor in the New 
P| VE Jersey Commission for the Blind, 
and as an itinerant teacher in the Jefferson School District, 
Daly City, Calif. and as an elementary teacher at the Cole 
School, Oakland, Calif. 

Mrs. Spungin is presently finishing her doctoral degree in 
special education for the visually handicapped at Teachers 
College, Columbia University. She holds a B.S. degree from 
Skidmore College and an M.A. in education from San 
Francisco State College. She is a member of the Council on 
Exceptional Children and the Association for Education of 
the Visually Handicapped. 





New Publications 


437-MSC132 Attitudes Toward Blind Persons, By Irving 
F. Lukoff, Oscar Cohen, et al. This book grew out of the 
Foundation’s 50th anniversary Symposium on Attitudes 
Toward Blindness. It contains articles on attitudes toward 
blindness by Prof. Irving F. Lukoff of the Columbia Uni- 
versity School of Social Work, and prejudice toward blind 
persons by Oscar Cohen, national program director of the 
Anti-Defamation League of B’nai B'rith. It also includes 
discussions and recommendations concerning new ap- 
proaches toward developing more positive attitudes toward 
blind persons. $2. 


444-MSC138 Manual for the Stanford Multi-Modality 
Imagery Test. By William L. Dauterman. Designed to 
measure the ability of visually handicapped subjects to 
imagine geometric patterns which is believed to be related 
to successful rehabilitation. The Manual includes a discus- 
sion of the standardization studies that have been carried 
out, general considerations in the use of the test, the text of 


the test, and full instructions for its administration and for 
recording scoring, and interpreting the results. 

The price of the Manual is $2. In addition, individual ad- 
ministration record forms are available: single copy, 10 
cents; 2-10 copies, 8 cents each; 11-25 copies, 7 cents each; 
more than 25, 6 cents each. A notched fibreboard rectangle 
is also available for $1. 


458-CP111 Proceedings of the Conference on Documenta- 
tion and Information Retrieval in Human Sensory Processes. 
Allen Kent, Godfrey D. Stevens, Leslie L. Clark, eds. Dis- 
cusses the need for and possible ways to provide an organ- 
ized information system in the blindness field. $2.50. 


RB124 Research Bulletin 24. $1.50. 


506-F240 AFB Services for the Blind Person, the Public 
and the Professional. Twelve-page pamphlet that describes 
the history and services of the American Foundation for the 
Blind. Free. 


F583 Louis Braille. A 12-page biography of Louis Braille. 
Includes brief description of the braille system. Free. 


443-F238 When You've Hired a Blind Person. An 8-page 
flyer containing the basic information an employer who has 
just hired a blind person for the first time will need. Free. 


413-F584 Living With Blindness. By Irving R. Dickman. 
This 28-page pamphlet which contains basic information 
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about blindness and blind persons is a Public Affairs Com- 
mittee pamphlet also being distributed by AFB. Free. 


362-F229 AFB Publications Catalog 72-73. Free. All 
subscribers to the AFB Newsletter have received a copy of 
this catalog automatically. 


Send all orders to the AFB Publications Division. Orders 
totalling $6 or less must be accompanied by payment. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
American Foundation for the Blind to keep those in- 
volved in services for blind persons informed about 
the Foundation’s activities. Editorial offices are located 
AFB headquarters, 15 West 16th Street, New York, 
N.Y. 10011. Regional AFB offices are: 

1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 
Atlanta 100 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chicago 127 North Dearborn Street 60602 
Denver 1860 Lincoln Street 80203 

821 Market Street 94013 


Washington 
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Employment of Blind Persons 
Key to 1972 Migel Medals 


This year, the Migel Medal, 
presented annually for out- 
standing service to the 
blind, was awarded to two 
men who have striven, by 
direct methods and by pro- 
posing laws, to make more 
jobs available to blind per- 
sons. They are Senator 
Jennings Randolph (D.-W. 
Va.), a leader in enacting 
legislation for employment of blind persons, and Noel B. 
Price, vice president and general manager of National In- 
dustries for the Blind which develops employment for blind 
persons. These men received their awards October 26 at 
AFB’s headquarters in New York. 

The medal, established in 1937 by the late M.C. Migel, 
first president of the AFB, is designed to recognize profes- 
sionally employed practitioners in education, rehabilitation 
and social welfare concerned with blind persons and lay 
persons who have voluntarily dedicated themselves to ad- 
vancing services for blind persons. Mr. Price is receiving 
the professional and Senator Randolph the layman award. 





Employment of Blind in Industry 


Mr. Price is an industrial 
engineer and marketing ex- 

| pert who has fused those 
skills with a philosopy of 
understanding and respect 
for the individual to obtain 
more jobs for blind people. 
He has worked both locally 
and nationally to train and 
employ thousands upon 
Mr. Price thousands of blind persons. 

On a local level, he has managed Mississippi Industry 
for the Blind, where he expanded a staff of 40 and an in- 
come of $200,000 in 1946 to a staff of 300 and over 3 
million dollars in sales in 1964 when he left to join the 
NIB. At the NIB, Mr. Price has put his philosophies and 
practical knowledge to work on a national level and devel- 
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oped programs of training, rehabilitation, employment and 
placement of blind persons both in workshops and profit- 
making organizations. 


Laws Which Insure Jobs For Blind Persons 


Long a believer in laws ex- 
panding jobs for blind peo- 
ple, Senator Randolph has 
helped to enact legislation 
such as the Randolph- 
Sheppard Act of 1936 
which was instrumental in 
placing thousands of blind 
people in vending stand 
operations in federal build- 
ings. He has also supported 
other laws like the Wagner-O’Day Act of 1938 which bene- 
fited blind persons working in non-profit workshops. In 
1972, Senator Randolph helped expand the law to include 
all severely handicapped individuals. 

He is chairman of the Senate Subcommittee on the 
Handicapped and has worked closely with over a dozen 
agencies which help disabled, blind and aged persons. Sena- 
tor Randolph graduated from Salem College, W. Va. in 1924 
and after a career as a journalist and teacher, he was elected 
to the House of Representatives in 1932 where he served for 
seven consecutive terms. He was elected to the United States 
Senate in 1958 and will be up for reelection in 1972. 


Sen. Randolph 


Information on Voting Rights 
For Blind People 


Blind and visually handicapped people have the same right 
to vote as any other citizen. However, too often, the blind 
voter and even the election officials do not know those 
rights are protected by special laws. Usually, the laws state 
that a blind person may be assisted in the polling booth by 
a sighted person. 

Since the laws vary from state to state, the Foundation 
distributed to newspapers a list of the state laws with a 
letter urging them to inform the public of those laws. The 
list of state laws appeared first in the September, 1972 issue 
of the New Outlook for the Blind. 

In addition public service spot announcements have been 
sent to all radio stations in the country. The spots are tail- 
ored for each state. 


New Television Film Spots Produced About 
AFB’s Aids and Appliances Program 





A blind mother sews the finishing touches on her daughter’s 
wedding dress. A blind poker player joins his friends in a 
Friday night game. A blind housewife prepares a snack for 
her son and his friend. These are the “slice of life” situations 
used in AFB’s new color film public service television spots 
on aids and appliances. 

Narrated by Howard Cosell, noted television sportscaster, 





and Helen Harrelson, talking book reader, these spots tell 
how blind people function in everyday situations with the 
help of aids and appliances. 

The four spots are being distributed as one package to 
over 500 television stations throughout the country and a 
limited number are available to agencies that might want to 
use them in their public education program. 


New Outlook For Blind Increased in Size 


THE NEW 


sss Outlook 


FOR THE BLIND 


Beginning with the September 
issue, AFB’s New Outlook for 
the Blind, the professional jour- 
nal for the field of work for the 
blind, was enlarged in format 
and new departments added to 
it. Since the field of blindness is 
expanding in many areas such as 
aging, multiply handicapped per- 
sons, and new technology, the 
New Outlook has been enlarged 
to make more space available for the increasing number of 
submissions. 

In the past, the New Outlook averaged 32 pages an issue. 
The new format will average 48 pages. The new depart- 
ments are “Review’—a general review of books, films, 
plays, television programs and documentaries that are re- 
lated to blindness; “Comment” — an expanded sounding 
board for different opinions, views and follow-up comments 





on published articles. The “Additional Listings” section 
following “Current Literature” is being expanded to include 
new subjects of interest to workers in the field. A feature 
called “Hindsight” written by M.R. Barnett, AFB’s execu- 
tive director, which was printed in New Outlook for the 
Blind in the past will be reactivated beginning with the 
January, 1973 issue. “Hindsight” will consist of Mr. 
Barnett’s observations on different aspects of blindness. 

The extra pages means there will generally be less of a 
time lag from submission of an article to its publication 
since there will be more space for more articles, according 
to Mrs. Patricia S. Smith, managing editor. Also, the larger 
format can accommodate three or four articles on one sub- 
ject and still leave space for non-related articles. There 
will be more news, and we hope more advertising, Mrs. 
Smith said. 

“We've always looked upon the New Outlook as an open 
forum for all views and with this new format, we’ll be able 
to better fill the original purpose of the journal,” she said. 


Task Force on Geriatric Blindness, AFB, director, Max 
Levinson Gerontological Policy Institute, Brandeis Uni- 
versity, Waltham, Mass.; Bernard E. Nash, executive direc- 
tor, American Association of Retired Persons, Washington, 
D.C.; Martin Ortiz, director, Center of Mexican American 
Affairs, Whittier College, Whittier, Calif.; Mrs. Effie Roe- 
buck, delegate, White House Conference on Aging, 1971, 
outreach worker, Model Cities, Washington, D.C. 


Cigarette Band Hoax Lives Again 


The perennial hoax that cigarette bands can be used to 
obtain free guide dogs has many faces — cigarette pack- 
ages, cellophane wrappers, bottle tops, and now pull tops 
from aluminum cans. Of course, none of these are true, but 
they keep popping up. To help to inform the public as to 
the truth, the Foundation has a package of publicity mate- 
rials available from the Public Education Division to any 
agency which can make use of it. 


AFB Film Wins Three Awards 


The Foundation’s new film, “What Do You Do When You 
See a Blind Person?” recently won three awards. It was 
awarded first place in the public service category at the 
14th annual American Film Festival, sponsored by the 
Educational Film Library Association, which serves as a 
major national clearinghouse for information about films 
in education, science, industry, the arts and religion. 

An international award was a Golden Eagle given by the 
Council on International Nontheatrical Events (CINE) 
which is the U.S. clearinghouse for the selection of non- 
theatrical films to be entered in the more than 100 inter- 
national film festivals held annually. 

The third award was given at the 12th Rehabilitation 
World Congress of Rehabilitation International in Sydney, 
Australia. For the first time in its film award program, it 
awarded an honorable mention. AFB’s “What Do You Do 
When You See a Blind Person?” received that award. 


AFOB at Random... 


Susan T. Pettiss, Ph.D., director of the blindness prevention 
program for the American Foundation for Overseas Blind, 
has been a busy traveler during the past few months in 
gathering information designed to implement the preven- 
tion project. Among her stopovers was a two-week visit to 
Indonesia as an official guest of the government. In Indo- 
nesia Dr. Pettiss visited hospitals and other medical facili- 
ties where she observed treatment of small children afflicted 
with xerophthalmia, an eye disease prevalent among pre- 
school children in underdeveloped countries because of 
Vitamin A deficiency. AFOB’s initial phase of its preven- 
tion project is geared to working closely with governments 
in use of Vitamin A as a deterrent to xerophthalmia. Dr. 
Pettiss’ global travels also included visits to England, the 
Netherlands, Guatemela and El Salvador, where she con- 
sulted with medical and social service authorities on 
Vitamin A preventives. 
* * ok 

Jeanne R. Kenmore, Ed.D., AFOB director for Europe 
and North Africa, conducted a two-week teacher training 
course in Kalundborg, Denmark, in September by which 





blind and sighted children would be integrated in a normal 
school setting. Dr. Kenmore, whose doctorate is in special 
education, was assisted for one week by Mrs. Frances 
Wiesenfeld, an AFOB special educational consultant. 


* * ok 


Earlier in the summer, Dr. Kenmore was elected chairman 
of the International Council of Educators of Blind Youth 
at its quinquennial conference in Madrid. Also in attend- 
ance for AFOB at the conference were Harold G. Roberts, 
associate director of both AFOB and AFB, and Susanna 
Crespo, AFOB’s director for Latin America. Mr. Roberts 
and Mrs. Crespo were elected to the executive committee 
of the Council. In keeping with the expanded scope of the 
Council, the. name of the organization was changed to 
the International Council for Education of the Visually 
Handicapped. 

* * * 
Prior to the Madrid conference, a joint meeting was held 
in Hanover, Germany, by the ICEBY committee on deaf- 
blind children and the committee on deaf-blind youth and 
adults of the World Council for the Welfare of the Blind. 
Edward J. Waterhouse, of the Perkins School for the 
Blind, chaired the session. Dr. Kenmore, as chairman of 
the European committee for deaf-blind children, and Mr. 
Roberts, as a consultant to both committees, were among 
the participants. 

* * * 
Dr. Pettiss and Mr. Roberts represented AFOB at the 
biennial conference of the International Council on Social 
Welfare at the Hague. 

* * * 
R. Roy Rusk, AFOB program director, attended the 12th 
World Congress of Rehabilitation International in Sydney, 
Australia, in late August. Mr. Rusk organized the first 
session on blindness ever held at that international congress. 
Major D.R. Bridges and Hilde Groth, Ph.D., director and 
research consultant, respectively, of AFOB’s Far Eastern 
headquarters, completed a month’s training course in 
Taiwan for placement personnel. The course was designed 
to improve job opportunities for blind people throughout 
the Far East. 


Personnel 


JOHN G. GarVIN, Lt. Col. 
(USAF, Ret.) has been named 
specialist in governmental rela- 
tions, and will work out of AFB’s 
Washington office under the su- 
pervision of Irvin P. Schloss, co- 
ordinator of governmental rela- 
tions. In addition to his regular 
duties of obtaining research and 
information for the field, Mr. 
Garvin will search out and index potential sources of fund- 
ing in federal agencies for agencies and schools. 

Mr. Garvin has held similar positions with other agen- 
cies, among them the American Osteopathic Association. 
He has a B.A. degree in economics from Hobart College 
and a J.D. (Doctor of Jurisprudence) from Western Re- 
serve University School of Law. 


AFB Adopts Policies on Nature 
Trails, Consumer Participation 


Two new statements of policy — on consumer participation 
and on specialized nature trails, fragrance gardens and touch 
museums for blind persons—are now available from the 
American Foundation for the Blind. 


The statements grew out of recommendations made by 
the Service Advisory Committee to the AFB’s Board of 
Trustees. 


Concerning such specialized facilities for blind persons 
as nature trails, the statement said the Foundation “strongly 
approves of services, activities, and benefits which recog- 
nize the special needs of blind or visually impaired persons, 
but disapproves of any such activity which perpetuates 
misconceptions and stereotyped thinking and tends to set 
blind or visually impaired persons apart from the rest of the 
community.” 


The AFB regards implementation of consumer participa- 
tion as “essential to the field of work for the blind,” accord- 
ing to the second policy statement, which then goes on to 
say that the AFB “recognizes the right and necessity of 
blind and/or visually impaired persons to be afforded the 
opportunity to participate in the planning, development, 
and delivery of services which the community offers, or 
should, to blind people.” 


The AFB also believes that ‘such involvement will do 
much to protect and nurture the dignity and independence 
of people who are blind, as well as increasing the commu- 
nity agency’s responsiveness to the needs of those they 
serve.” 


In addition to the two new statements, there are 16 other 
statements available setting forth the Foundation’s position 
on such subjects as aging, residency requirements, and peri- 
patology. They may be obtained by writing to the Publica- 
tions Division of AFB. 


AFB-SIECUS Guide To be Tested 


Field testing of the pilot edition of Sex Education and 
Family Life For Visually Handicapped Children And 
Youth: A Resource Guide will begin in January. The 
Resource Guide and its evaluation are a joint project of 
AFB and the Sex Information and Education Council of 
the United States (SIECUS). 


For the field testing, a limited number of pilot editions 
and questionnaires will be sent to those agencies and schools 
that agreed to participate in the project. They will be asked 
to read the guide, use it and fill out the questionnaires with 
suggestions and comments on its effectiveness and useful- 
ness. The results of the field testing wll be incorporated in 
the final version of the Resource Guide. 


The Resource Guide is the first attempt to create a com- 
prehensive, developmental sex education program for the 
visually handicapped. It was developed by a task force in- 
cluding leading educators in the fields of blindness and sex 
education as well as the program staff of AFB and SIECUS. 
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RUTH GORDON, TALENTED ACTRESS AND 
WRITER, narrated her autobiography Myself Among 
Others for talking books. Her book, a sprightly ‘show- 
biz’ recollection, is now available through the Library of 
Congress regional library system. 


Advisory Committee On Aging Formed 


AFB’s president, John S. Crowley, recently appointed an 
Advisory Committee on Aging for national issues related 
to aging and blindness. This committee was formed as a 
result of a recommendation of the National Task Force on 
Geriatric Blindness at its final meeting in May, 1972, in 
Chicago. 


The committee will serve in an advisory capacity to the 
Board of Trustees and will function through and be staffed 
by the program development division of the Foundation. 
Dorothy Demby, specialist in aging, will be the staff asso- 
ciate of the advisory committee. 


Appointees are as follows: Mrs. A. M. G. Russell, chair- 
man, Advisory Committee on Aging, AFB, chairman, 
California Commission on Aging, Sacramento, Calif.; Wil- 
liam C. Fitch, retirement advisor, former executive director 
National Council on the Aging, Washington, D.C.; Howard 
H. Hanson, state director, Service to the Visually Impaired, 
Pierre, S.D.; George O. Hellinger, O.D., director, Opto- 
metric Service, Industrial Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, 
N.Y.; Hobart C. Jackson, administrator, Stephen Smith 


‘Geriatric Center, Philadelphia, Pa.; David Jeffries, vice- 


president for administration, National Center for Voluntary 
Action, Washington, D.C.; Abraham Leon Kornzweig, 
M.D., F.A.C.S., chairman, Liaison Committee, AFB, 
American Geriatrics Society, New York City; Garson 
Meyer, co-chairman, National Task Force on Geriatric 
Blindness, AFB, president emeritus, National Council on 
the Aging; Robert Morris, D.S.W., co-chairman, National 


AFB Surveys Eye Defect 


It appears that more infants are being born without eyes, 
and the reason for the possible increase is not known. The 
rise in the rare birth defect called congenital anophthalmia 
was reported in a survey made by AFB. 

The Foundation noticed that over the years there was an 
increase in the number of inquiries concerning services for 
children with congenital anophthalmia. In February, 1972, 
at a meeting of AFB’s National Task Force on Early Child 
Development in Glen Cove, N.Y., Pauline Moor, specialist 
in early childhood development, brought this fact to the 
attention of the task force. It recommended that the 
Foundation find out what the incidence of anophthalmia is 
in the country. 


Committee Formed 


To do this, the Foundation formed a committee of phy- 
sicians, social workers and educators. The committee met 
in June and created a questionnaire to be sent to govern- 
ment and voluntary agencies serving blind children and 
adults. They asked pertinent questions about the place of 
birth, about date of birth, and sex of any person known to 
have congenital anophthalmia. Since severe microphthalmia 
(severely small eyes) may be related to anophthalmia, infor- 
mation was sought about that rare defect as well. 


One hundred and ninety-three agencies were questioned; 
over 50 percent responded. These agencies reported 510 
cases; 26 percent of whom were diagnosed as anophthalmic, 
with the remainder being severe microphthalmia or mixed. 
The cases among male and female were practically equal. 

Eight percent of the cases of congenital anophthalmia 
occurred between the year 1905 and 1950, but 27 percent 
are reported between 1950 and 1960 and 65 percent be- 
tween 1960 and August 1972. The percentage appeared to 
more than double in the last decade. 

The increase may be due to more accurate reporting of 
the cases or may be due to some factor causing congenital 
anophthalmia that is unknown to medical science at this 
time. 


Further Study Needed 


In her report on the defect, Miss Moor stated that al- 
though the information is unrefined, it points to a need for 
further study of this condition as a cause of blindness in 
young children. She is interested in hearing about cases of 
congenital anophthalmia or severe microphthalmia not yet 
reported to her. 


The members of the committee are Robert Berg, M.D., 
chief of pediatrics, Beth Israel Hospital, Roxbury, Mass.; 
Wilfred D. David, M.D., former executive director, Na- 
tional Society for the Prevention of Blindness, New York 
City; Elizabeth Maloney, assistant executive director, the 
Industrial Home for the Blind, Brooklyn, N.Y.; Edward 
Rabb, M.D., assistant professor of ophthalmology, Mount 
Sinai Hospital, New York City; Arthur J. Salisbury, M.D., 
director of medical services, National Foundation, White 
Plains, N.Y.; Zofja Jastrzembska, assistant director, Inter- 
national Research Information Service, AFB; and Marion 


V. Wurster, director, program development division, AFB, 
and Miss Moor. 


Older Blind Volunteer Program 


The Foundation has given a one-year grant for a pilot 
project of incorporating older blind persons into Retired 
Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) in New York City and 
to increase the number of blind volunteers who are active 
in SERVE on Staten Island. Both RSVP and SERVE are 
sponsored by Community Service Society. In each program, 
visually handicapped volunteers will be working together 
with sighted volunteers. The pilot project on aging and 
blindness of AFB which aimed at the integrating older blind 
persons in activities for sighted older persons, was the 
stimulus for this endeavor. 

RSVP-in-New York City is a program of older persons 
serving as volunteers in community agencies in four bor- 
oughs — Manhattan, Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens. 

Under its grant, AFB will provide transportation for 
blind volunteers and has appointed Laurie Spivack as co- 
ordinator of visually handicapped volunteers. Mrs. Spivack, 
a recent graduate of Columbia School of Social Work, has 
begun to recruit, train and orient older visually handicapped 
persons into RSVP-in-New York City and into SERVE. She 
will work out of RSVP’s headquarters in New York City. 

“This project will give older blind persons who are often 
the recipients of service, the satisfaction of serving,” she said. 


Appliances Catalogue Bigger and Better 
Aids &Appliances 


AFB’s 1972-1973 aids and 
appliances print catalogue 
is easier to read, easier to 
order from and easier on the 
eyes. It has been expanded to 
include new items, contains 
a new order form, new com- 
puterized catalogue order 
numbers, and has a photo- 
graph of practically every one 
of over 300 items. 

In describing the new 
catalogue, Ira Kaplan, man- 
ager, aids and appliances 
division, said, ‘““We wanted it to be handier for its users so 
we made it larger, 542” x 814” compared to the old size 
of 334”. x 9” and it has more pages, 64 compared to the 
old 48 pages. As a convenience, we have included an order 
form in each catalogue.” 

For the first time, new catalogue numbers are being used. 
This was done to facilitate the processing of orders and to 
expedite shipping of merchandise to the customer. Cata- 
logue customers are urged by Mr. Kaplan to discard their 
old catalogues and to use only the new catalogue order 
numbers. New catalogues are available free on request. 
The print or braille edition should be specified. 

To meet the increased demand, 100,000 copies of the 
print catalogue and 5,000 of the braille edition have been 
printed. The print catalogue has a colorful cover, a collage 
symbolizing AFB’s aids and appliances program. 





Briefly... 


The Advisory Committee on Talking Book Technology 
of the Library of Congress, Division for the Blind and 
Physically Handicapped has been changed to include only 
agencies devoted primarily to services for the blind and 
handicapped. The four members of the committee are AFB, 
the American Printing House for the Blind, Recording for 
the Blind and the Division for the Blind and Physically 
Handicapped. Other agencies will be invited to attend spe- 
cific meetings as delegates. The first meeting of the new 
format was held at AFB’s headquarters on October 25. 


Miss Dorothy Demby, AFB staff associate for the National 
Task Force on Geriatric Blindness, is serving as secretary 
of the executive committee of a new group comprised of 
137 national voluntary organizations which sent representa- 
tives to the 1971 White House Conference on Aging. The 
organizations are participating in coordinated programs to 
help older persons remain in, or return to, their own homes 
or other places of residence. 


J. Albert Asenjo, AFB specialist in independent living, is the 
first AFB staff member to be appointed to the federal gov- 
ernment’s Technical Assistance Program. The program was 
established by the federal Department of HEW to fund 
studies to improve the services for handicapped persons of 
the states. He has already been called upon to serve in the 
State of Indiana. 


Marion V. Wurster, director, AFB program development 
division, has been appointed to an Advisory Committee on 
Blindness, Deafness and Mental Retardation, called by the 
Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, Elliott. L. 
Richardson. 
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Mr. Eustace Seligman, honorary chairman of the Board o » 
Trustees of AFB, has received the New York Bar Associa » 
tion’s 50-year Lawyer Award, — presented each year to de 
lawyer or judge who has completed 50 years or more 0 
active practice. : 


There will be a demonstration of delivery of comprehensi 
care and educational services to children of pre-school age 
with visual impairments. New Hampshire has been chose 
as the site for this project which is a cooperative effort o 
the Foundation and health, education, social services i 
addition to specialized agencies interested in blindness. 


The AFB Newsletter is published quarterly by the 
Information Department:of the American Foundation 
for the Blind to keep those involved in services for 
blind persons informed about the Foundation’s activi- 
ties. Editorial offices are located at AFB headquarters, 
15 West. 16th Street, New York, N.Y. 10011. Regional 
AFB offices are: 


Washington............ 1660 L Street, N.W. 20036 
Atlantalvn.. ceo 100 Peachtree Street, N.E. 30303 
Chitagots £2. van 127 North Dearborn Street 60602 
| os gos Di amis met 1860 Lincoln Street 80203 


San Francisco......... 821 Market Street 94013 


All material appearing herein may be quoted in whole 
or in part provided credit is given the source. 
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